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Window Detail,
Commercial Building #7),

EAST 4th STREET STUDY

EAST 4th STREET LOCAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION INC.
2072 EAST 4th STREET
CLEVELAND, OHIO 44115

The East 4th Street Merchants Association and East 4th Street property owners joined together to form the East 4th
Street Local Development Corporation inc. on August 26, 1988.

The purposes for which the corporation has been formed are:

To exercise, promote and protect the priviledges and interests of the community in and about East 4th Street and to
foster a healthy interest in the civic affairs of the community.

To encourage and promote the development, re-development and restoration/preservation of the neighborhood
and community in and about East 4th Street.

We would like to thank everyone who has participated and those who, through these guidelines, will participate in
the future growth of East 4th Street “A Cleveland Local Historic District”.

Sincereh;
e

Robert Zimmer
President, E. 4th LDC Inc.
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Mr. Robert Zimmer

East 4th Street L.D.C., Inc.
2072 East 4th Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

Re: Urban Design Guidelines
East 4th Street District
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Mr. Zimmer:

This report is presented to the East 4th Street Local Development Cor-
poration as a guide for monitoring architectural and physical change
within the East 4th Street District.

The report represents the culmination of a lengthy period of intense
investigation into the urban design, architectural., and behavioral
issues exhibited in this unigque precinct of downtown Cleveland.

The existing pedestrian and retail patterns within the District are
very interesting and occur, successfully, every day. This report em-
phasizes strengthening and reinforcing these patterns of behavior by
introducing subtle modifications to the existing conditions which can
be to the mutual benefit of property owners, merchants and municipal
departments.

Because the East 4th Street District is so diverse, the urban design
guidelines presented herein should be interpreted with flexibility and
latitude. This is distinct from the conventional historic district ap-
proach, which is to standardize and prohibit specific physical changes.

We trust that these urban design guidelines will be of use to the East
4th Street L.D.C., Inc. in their efforts to strengthen and improve this
exciting District.

Sincerely,

Robert C. Gaede, FAIA Wm . Samstag, Project Manager
WES/dsg: 1229

Encl.

Architecture Urban Design Historic Preservation Restoration Adaptive Reuse Interiors
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This study is an important step in the long term preservation and
restoration efforts for one of Cleveland's most intact historic

districts. East 4th Street is a diverse group of buildings representing
commercial architectural styles dating from 1875 to 1925. The
predominance of buildings of what is often called the "Chicago style" and
related commercial styles gives East 4th Street a very urban feeling. The
use of the Chicago commercial window style and design was characteristic
of Cleveland in the late 19th and early 20ith century.

The narrow canyon of historic buildings makes East 4th Street an
interesting pedestrian street. However, the automobile plays a very large
role in providing the urban feeling. The buildings, the pedestrians, and
the automobile all play a role in the character of East 4th Street.

A number of long established Cleveland businesses began on East 4th Street
when it was known as Sheriff Street. They include

Bergman Jewelers (1893), oldest and largest pawn brokerage house in Ohio;
the Bonfoey Company (1894), picture framers; and William Krause,
theatrical costumers who moved to the street in 1883. In addition, a
number of restaurants and cafes were established on Fourth Street to serve
the theatrical trade.

The Rathskellar, a popular dinner restaurant that opened in the 1898's is
still in business today. A trip to Otto Moser's will take you back to the
1890 's when the theater trade frequented that restaurant. The autograph
photos that grace the walls provide the images ¢f the growing Cleveland
theatrical trade of the late 19th and early 28th century. The entrance of
the Euclid Avenue Opera House that opened in 1875, Cleveland's most famous
theater of its time, had its main entrance on Sheriff Street (East 4th).

East 4th Street from Euclid to Prospect is a designated Cleveland landmark
district and an area listed on the HNational Register of Historic Places of
the National Park Service. The National Register nomination form
identifies the district in its statement of significance in this way:
"The characteristics of East 4th Street create a significant ard
distinguishable entity that is a unique block in downtown Cleveland. Most
important, the short block creates a sense of place and thus a genuine
district for any pedestrian who walks its length.”

The local committee headed by Robert Zimmer has provided the leadership
that is essential to the success of any revitalization effort. It is my
hope that this study and plan will assist them in the restoration and
preservation of an interesting historic district of downtown Cleveland and
an important part of the historic fabric of this city.

John D. Cimperman
Director, Cleveland Landmarks Commission

EAST FOURTH STREET DISTRICT

URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES
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Buckeye Building (#9) circa 1910.

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is to examine the right-of-way,
storefronts, signage, and upper facades of the block of Fast 4th
Street between Euclid and Prospect Avenues, now designated
as an historic district. The result of this examination will be to
establish guidelines to be interpreted by the local Design
Review Board and the Cleveland Landmarks Commission to
help guide building remodeling and new signage.

The reason for pursuing such a course is to preserve and
enhance the unique shopping environment which is East 4th
Street. Rather than radical change, this study presents a series
of gradual improvements to the existing street and building
conditions. It seems inevitable that real estate market
pressures on 4th Street will increase as surrounding large-scale
downtown developments take form and become occupied.

Rather than see East 4th Street develop as a chic shopping mall
or a series of parking garages, this study seeks to retain and
reinforce the existing urban fabric and improve it in a realistic
way which is to the benefitof property owners, merchants, and
the downtown community. By coordinating renovation ef-
forts, a unified marketing strategy may be pursued. By the
establishment of flexible guidelines, the diversity of architec-
ture and signage may be preserved and enhanced. This type of
approach to commercial revitalization is being used suc-
cessfully in other precincts of the City, such as Ohio City, the
Warehouse District, etc. The design standards for Fast 4th
Street will be unlike any others, however, because of the
richness of the street’s architecture and signage. There will be
a need for liberal interpretation of these guidelines while at
the same time insisting on the highest quality of design and
materials in remodeling efforts.

Further, the preservation and enhancement of East 4th Street
will have the additional civic benefit of strengthening the
City’s urban core. Commercial revitalization of East 4th Street
will allow it to take its place among other civic assets such as
The Arcade, Playhouse Square, etc. No where else in the City
is a turn-of-the-century commercial block as interesting or as
intact. Architecturally, it is this completeness, or “outdoor
room” quality which should be preserved. This quality is made
even more interesting by the variety of signage existing on the
street, and the interplay between signs and building facades.
Finally, the critical relationship between vehicles, pedestrians,
and storefront displays must be strengthened and reinforced.

Cornice detail

Kresge Building

There are four main phases which can be identified in the
redevelopment of the Fast 4th Street District. Phase One in-
volved the official designation of East 4th as a district worthy
of preservation. This was accomplished by an earlier proposal
commissioned by the LDC (25 October 1985). Districting is
now in place, as the area has been listed as both a Cleveland
Landmark District (local designation) and a National Register
District (state and federal designation). Phase Two,
represented by this study, will involve the establishment of
aesthetic guidlines to guide visual change within The District.
Phase Three (not yet initiated) will be to develop strategies to
return presently unoccupied upper floors of buildings in The
District to full use as offices, studios, light manufacturing, and
residential lofts. Phase Four would then involve the continued
marketing of the redeveloped District as a unigue precinct
within downtown Cleveland. With municipal, property
owner, and merchant cooperation, the full potential of the
East 4th Street District may be realized through these four
phases of redevelopment.
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a six-story commercial building

1116/7,
dating from around 1900 is part of the local Cleveland

Landmark Historic District -

The shaded buildings (one through fifteen) constitute the
numbered buildings.

The accompanying Site Plan drawing SD-1 shows the East 4th
National Register Historic District boundries.

Street District as presently constituted
buildings as numbered. Several observations can be made:

2. The shaded building

1.

in addition to the 15

While
In other
etc. and

this would re-

?

these “back alleys”

with small shops, outdoor cafes,

quire removal of the one story building presently occupy-

words, the shopping district may be extended to include
ing the alley (Fashion Plus - #2075).

Street - one to the east and one to the west.
these areas,

presently being used for service needs,
pedestrian access via the alley. To the east

may have the potential for more intense use,

3. There are two existing alley ways extending off East 4th
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LISTING OF BUILDINGS

Commercial Building

Brick - five story - Classical Revival
#328-334 Euclid Avenue

1909

architect: unknown

Windsor Block

Brick/stone - five story - High Victorian/Commercial
#340 Euclid Avenue/#2020 E. 4th Street

1876

architect: unknown

Brick - two story - Commercial
#2034-2036 E. 4th Street

circa 1900

architect: unknown

Cast Stone - two story - Commercial/Moderne
#2038 East 4th Street

.circa 1940's remodeling - original date unknown

architect: unknown

Krause Building

Brick - six story - Commercial
#2042 -2044 East 4th Street
1913

architect: G. B. Bohm

Woolworth Building

Brick - six story - Modern Commercial
#2050 East 4th Street

1948

architect: Garfield, Harris, Robinson, Shafer

Commercial Building (a.k.a. Ten-Busch Building)
Brick - eight story - Commercial

#2052-2060 East 4th Street

circa 1900

architect: G. A, Tenbusch

Brick - two story - Commercial
#2066-2068 East 4th Street
circa 1940

architect: unknown

Buckeye Building

Brick - five stroy - Romanesque/Commercial
#2066-2082 East 4th Street/#305-325 Prospect Avenue
1906

architect: G. A. Tenbusch

10.  Kresge Building
Brick - four story - Commercial
#402-406 Euclid Avenue/#2031 East 4th Street
1922
architect: Walker and Weeks

11.  McCrory Building
Terra cotta - four story - Commercial
#2041-2051 East 4th Street
1923
architect: unknown

12.  Fredrick Building
Terra cotta - six story - Commercial
#2057-2063 East 4th Street
1012
architect: Willard Kirsh

13.  Graves Building
Brick - six story - Commercial w/bays
#2067-2073 East 4th Street
1898
architect: J.N. Richardson (formerly of Cudell and
Richardson)

14.  Sincere Building (a.k.a. Prospect-Fourth Building)
Brick - eight story - Commercial
#2077-2079 East 4th Street/#401-411 Prospect Avenue
1915
architect: unknown

15.  Terra cotta - two story - Commercial
(a.k.a. Kirby Building)
#417-425 Prospect Avenue
architect: William S. Lougee

*Mote: District also includes #2075 East 4th Street - a
nondescript one-story structure built into a previous alley.

Additional Related Buildings

16. Commercial Building (a.k.a. Carlin Warehouse)
Brick - six story - Commercial
#320-326 Prospect Avenue
1900
architect: Adolph Sprackling

AESTHETIC GUIDELINES

The analysis of the functional and visual aspects of East 4th
Street will be broken down into four areas of concern:

1) Right-of-Way

2) Storefronts and Entries
3) Signage

4) Upper Facades

The discussion of these four main areas of concern will con-
stitute the guidelines for visual change within the East 4th
Street District. In general, the guidelines will consist of
“recommended/encouraged’” verses ‘“‘not recom-
mended/discouraged” designs, proportions, styles, and
materials for right-of-way improvements, storefront remodel-
ing, signage, and upper facade restoration.

In some cases, a restorative approach (a return to the original
late 19th/early 20th century appearance) may be deemed most
appropriate. In many others, a new storefront will be design-
ed to be compatible with the existing historic facades. Most
cases will likely involve a blending of these two approaches.
While the variety of signage within the District is one of its key
assets to be preserved, certain basic limits on size, lighting,
and materials should be established to ensure quality installa-
tions.

These aesthetic guidelines will first be interpreted by the East
4th Street Local Development Corporation (L.D.C.), Design
Review Board (D.R.B.) and then by the Cleveland Landmarks
Commission (C.L.C.) to monitor visual change within the
District. Through such a process, the District can be
redeveloped while simultaneously preserving the diversity of
its architecture and discouraging totally unrelated proposals.

Frederick Building

Graves Building




RIGHT-OF-WAY

This refers to the approximate 40’ wide by 440’ long zone bet-
ween the building fronts, or facades, including the sidewalks
and curbs, street surface, and associated street furniture - such
as light poles, traffic signs, fire hydrants, trash containers, etc.
This would also include the sidewalk and accessories exten-
ding east and west from 4th Street along Euclid and Prospect
Avenues to the District boundaries.

To a large degree, issues involved in the right-of-way relate to
functional and life safety aspects of pedestrian/vehicular
movement, street lighting, parking and deliveries, trash con-
tainment, and other street appurtenances to facilitate these ac-
tivities.

There is a possibility at this time that the City will be looking to
upgrade the sidewalks/street surfaces of East 4th Street
through capital improvement funds. The City’s Engineering
Department has prepared a cost estimate to do this work.

Typically, a portion of this cost is then assessed to property
owners through property taxes over an extended time period.
The existing poor condition of the right-of-way would appear
to make East 4th Street a high priority relative to other areas.

The right-of-way zone

It is the purpose of this analysis to propose subtle modifica-
tions to the City plan which would reflect the concerns of the
East 4th Street Local Development Corporation (LDC) and the
special architectural qualities of E. 4th Street. These modifica-
tions are depicted on the accompanying drawings located at
the rear of this report.

A. Sidewalks and Curbs

1. Existing deteriorated sidewalks should be replaced
with new concrete walks in a 2’ x 2’ grid pattern
similar to in front of May Company on Euclid
Avenue. The width of the sidewalk should remain at
its present 7’-6”.

2. The existing stone curb should be flipped over and
re-used as much as possible. Some new stone curb-
ing may be necessary. The curb should be raisedto a
minimum of 6” above the street surface to
discourage parking on the sidewalk as presently oc-
curs.

3. Underground vaults below the sidewalks are existing
in some portions of the street. These will be retained
for continued use after installation of new sidewalk
“decks” above. Structural integrity of these vaults
must be verified by the property owner and/or City
Engineer.

4. Bronze plaques to identify specific noteworthy
buildings should be face mounted on the building
itself near the main entry rather than in the sidewalk.

5. Parking meters, planters, benches, mail or paper
boxes, kiosks or other obstacles should not be per-
manently installed in the sidewalk zone due to its
narrowness. Temporary installations should be
discouraged and/or closely monitored by the DRB.

B. Street Surface

1. The present roadway surface is in extremely poor
condition and needs replacement with a new asphalt
surface with proper base conditions.

2. Four new areas of decorative pavers are proposed.
These are approximately 24’ x 20’ and occur at
either end of the block and at the third points. The
zones at either end will help define the block and act
as “gateways” to the District. The zones in the mid-
dle will help channel pedestrian crossing in a more
controlled manner. The pavers could be similar to
those presently used at the new Northcoast Harbor

3. Traffic striping will also be renewed and im-
plemented to help control parking/no parking and
delivery zones.

C. Street Lighting

1.

b

e

Perhaps the most critical and under-utilized aspect
of the right-of-way. The District is currently lit by
four, 25" high, modern cobra-head fixtures. In addi-
tion, there are pairs of cobra-head fixtures at either
end of the block, facing Euclid and Prospect, respec-
tively. It is proposed that these eight fixures remain
to provide general street illumination for the block.

Eight new historic lampposts with decorative lights
(12 high) are proposed to supplement the general il-
lumination provided by the cobra-head fixtures.
These lights would be identical to the original turn-
of-the-century Cleveland street light as can be
presently seen in various parts of the City - notably
the Tower City area, the Northcoast Harbor, and
Warehouse District (see photo). The two fixtures at
the ends of the block would also serve as “gateways”
to the District.

The two main forms of sireet lighting outlined in 1
and 2 above would be further supplemented by
three additional forms:

Lighting within display windows is encouraged - pro-
vided this light is not obscured by solid rolling shut-
ters at night.

Lighted signs are also encouraged - these are discuss-
ed in further detail later in this report.

Lighting of building facades and sidewalls with signs
is encouraged - dramatic lighting similar to Terminal
Tower, BP America, National City Bank, etc.

Decorative pavers at crossing zones

A modern, cobra-head street light (25)

Historic Lampost (12



Pedestrian Security

1.

It is recommended that a full-time security guard be
hired to patrol the street during business hours to
provide a visible symbol of safety. It is hoped th?ugh
time and increased downtown activity, business
hours and the need for active, visible security will be
extended through the evening and weekend hours.

Unauthorized street vendors should be prohibited
by the LDC. Authorized street vendors, however,
should be encouraged as long as they are approved
by the LDC and operate in designated retail alcoves.

Vehicular Movement

1.

Parallel parking for merchant customers would oc-
cur in 28 spaces as shown on the plan diagram. (rear
of book) The entire west side of the block would be
customer parking while the east side would have
parking for 11 cars in a parallel fashion at the center
of the block.

There would be no parking meters but signs would
be posted limited parking to short-term (30 minutes).
It is recommended that the on-street security guard
hired by the LDC monitor the duration of parking.

Delivery Zones for short-term truck parking Fould
occur in 66’L zones at either end of the east side of

the block.

No parking (customer or delivery) would be permit-
ted on the four 20W decorative paver crosswalk
zones reserved for pedestrians.

The stone curb on either side of the block for its en-
tire length should be raised to a minimum of 6” to
prevent parking on the sidewalk, which should be
strictly prohibited, since it is dangerous to
pedestrians.

All parallel parking spaces and delivery zones would
be appropriately designated with painted striping on
the asphalt road surface to facilitate vehicular move-
ment.

Property owners and merchants should not park
within the District at any time during business hours
since each space represents shop income foregone
when it cannot be occupied by a potential customer.

Traffic signage must be coordinated with Fify of-
ficials as needed - but should be kept to a minimum
and be of a neutral and consistent design.

1.

F. Trash Containment

Property Owner/Merchant - (generated by)

This problem is primarily a matter of coordination
and timing. Merchant and restaurant trash put out
at closing time (late afternoon/early evening) is not
picked up until 5:30 a.m. Perhaps this interval could
be shortened so trash does not “sit” on the street for
extended periods.

Better use of the alleys which extend to the east and
west off 4th Street may be made for trash if control
and access is improved.

Merchants should “hose-down” or sweep the
sidewall/street in front of their respective stores on
a regular basis. The LDC should establish an official
policy on this. Water connections may need review
and improvement for this.

Buckeye Building

2.

Pedestrian - (generated by - litter)

Trash generated by pedestrians appears to be the
primary trash problem in the District.

A proposed trash container design consisting of a
steel basket with a liner can and associated protec-
tive bollards is shown by the accompanying sketch.
Recommended placement of several of these typical
installations is shown on the accompanying plan
diagram.

These installations should help alleviate the primary
trash problem in the District by providing an attrac-
tive and sturdy opportunity for passers-by to dispose
of trash at regular intervals down the block.

OVERALL
HEIGHT 34"
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proposed trash container design

G. Miscellaneous ltems

1.

Bergman Clock - Long a landmark on the northeast
corner of East 4th and Prospect, this clock should be
restored to its original appearance (remove masonry
panels, shake roof, etc.) and remain as an additional
“gateway” or marker for the District.

Murals - A recent tradition has been the yearly
renewal of painted murals on large expanses of solid
wall along the first floor (storefront) facades. These
have occured in primarily two areas - the Windsor
Block and the Buckeye Building.

While these efforts have a temporary impact, the
long term solution to these areas should be the
return of viable retail activity and hence, storefronts,
which would make mural painting unnecessary.

Underground Utilities - The issues involved in deal-
ing with subterranean electrical, steam/water,
natural gas and sewer lines and connections is not
part of the scope of this report.

These issues will require coordination between
municipal authorities, the respective utility com-
pany, and property owners/merchants when right-of-
way improvements are undertaken.

Bergman Clock (to be restored)



STOREFRONT AND ENTRIES

In general, this is the most critical aspect of the aesthetic
guidelines because the storefront and display is the connection
between the potential customer (pedestrian) and the mer-
chant.

The analysis of the storefront guidelines is aided by the accom-
panying diagram which shows the typical component parts of
a building facade. (see Appendix) The analysis will follow this
format and consist of “encouraged/recommended” verses
“discouraged/not recommended” designs and materials for
these component parts.

A first step regarding any storefront and a proposed remodel-
ing is to determine whether the existing storefront is original
and, if not, whether the original storefront is still in-place
behind a later veneer material which is covering it.

In some cases, it will be desirable to restore the storefront to
its original condition, using historic photos as a guide. In
many others, an existing storefront may require minor
modifications to make it more compatible. In yet still others,
an entirely new storefront may be needed to replace a
deteriorated and out-of-date one. Sometimes, a more modern
veneer material is considered visually compatible and a docu-
ment of its time and place (e.g. ferro steel panels or carrara
glass). Lastly, a combination of these approaches may be
deemed most appropriate by the DRB. In any case, each
storefront and changes thereto will present its own challenges
in (non)conformity. The existing storefronts of the East 4th
Street District represent just about every kind of storefront
condition one could find. This diversity is an attribute in that
it is visually interesting. It is detrimental in that, if left un-
checked, a “seedy” and confused appearance may result. It
will be the challenge of the Design Review Board to modulate
between these two extremes, and to consider each storefront
individually for its overall visual contribution to the District.

Existing Storefront
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A. Entry Platform

This refers to that part of the sidewalk surface which is not

part of the public right-of-way - between the
huilding/property line and the entry door(s).

The existing conditions of this zone are: 1) a terrazzo sur-

face in good conditién 2) a concrete surface in fair/poor

condition, 3) an older glazed tile (1 x 1) surface, and 4) a |
newer quarry tile (6 x 6) surface. This zone is usually |

ramped up slightly to the entry door (2” or less) and
sometimes there is a single riser (47-6") at the sidewalk.

These changes in elevation between finished first floor,
entry platform, and sidewalk must also be evaluated for

handicapped access on a case-by-case basis to maximize

accessibility within the District. Handicapped access
must be a criteria for evaluating storefront/building

renovations to ensure that it is provided for where possi-
ble.

Existing terrazzo surfaces should be retained wherever
thay are in good condition - which is generally the case.
New terrazzo surfaces for this zone are to be encouraged.
Lettering of the shop name within the terrazzo pattern

(both existing and new) is to be encouraged and preserv-
ed.

Other high quality masonry materials such as quarry tile,
ceramic tile (nonresidential - for flooring only), colored
and/or scored concrete, precast pavers, etc. are encourag-
ed. Decorative patterns in these materials are also en-
couraged.

Veneer type materials such as sheet vinyl, vinyl composi-
tion tile, carpeting, etc. are not recommended.

Rubber mesh and vinyl loop type mats may be used to pre-
vent the tracking of dirt/mud/water into the shops but they
should be of high-quality, dark colors, and consistent
design, and not permanent. Indoor/Qutdoor carpet rugs
and the like are not recommended. These mats should be
regularly cleaned along with the entry platform surface.

B. Bulkhead

This refers to the storefront “base” or bottom zone - the
area between the entry platform/sidewalk surface and the
bottom of the storefront window.

This area is most subject to deterioration so often the
original material has been replaced or covered over by
another material. Existing materials range from original
stone or brick, to marble, carrara glass, wood siding,
aluminum, masonry panels, ferro steel panels, and a
multitude of other later veneers in various states of condi-
tion.

In general, an effort should be made to determine whether
the original bulkhead is in place and salvageable, which is
desirable. If not, a fresh construction should blend with
the storefront’s other original materials.

High quality masonry materials are preferred for new

bulkheads - ones that can withstand high traffic and heavy.

abuse. Quarry tile, stone, brick, marble, and structural
glazed tile are encouraged.

Less durable veneer type materials are discouraged -such
as wood siding, plastic, masonite, plywood, and the ubi-
quitous aluminum panel. Some veneer materials, such as
ferro steel panels and carrara glass, may be found to be
appropriate for some storefronts (as existing at Rainbow
Shops and the Rathskeller).

Often, turn-of-the-century bulkheads were constructed of
solid, built-up wood panels that were then painted. This
provided a durable and attractive bulkhead that was
economical to build and easy to maintain.

Any resolution of bulkhead rebuilding should recognize
the need to use materials which will resist the combined
abuses of being bumped, salt spray, and freeze-thaw
cycles. At the same time, it must be attractive and com-
patible with the rest of the building’s architecture.

The Display Window

This is the most sensitive area of storefront design - and its
importance to the East 4th Street District is even more
crucial. The close relationship (both physically and visual-
ly) between display window and the pedestrian/customer
is very important to the success of East 4th Street as a
retail district. The various plan configurations of the shop
entries from one end of the block to the other present a
strong architectural/urban design statement. The colorful
and varied nature of goods displayed in the display win-
dows and the meandering of the passers-by in these
alcoves is a relationship to be maintained and intensified.

Unfortunately, this part of 4th Street has generally gone
the way of most commercial districts - aluminum frame.
While not necessarily inferior, the thin, tarnished
aluminum frame cannot measure up in terms of durability
and visual substance to the well-detailed wood and iron
frames of the turn-of-the-century. The vast majority of ex-
isting display windows are aluminum frame. There are
some which are mullionless (butted glass) and some which
are metal (steel or bronze). The aluminum frame issue is a
Catch 22 - while it is not the ideal solution, there is so
much of it existing that it demands acceptance as a given.
With this in mind, the following guidelines are offered:
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Mew aluminum window frames may be found acceptable
if they are of sufficient width and depth - not all aluminum
frames are built the same - some are stronger and more
substantial visually than others. On the hand, there is a
limit to scale, and some frames may be judged too
“husky”,

Anodized bronze or dark painted finishes are recommend-
ed for new aluminum frames, rather than unfinished
(silver) frames.

Existing silver aluminum frames may be painted to a
darker or more preferred color than the existing
aluminum finish, This will require periodic renewal.

Existing thin section aluminum frames may also be fitted
with heavier wood “caps” or covers to make them visually
more acceptable - assuming this is desired and appropriate
for a given storefront.

Other new framing options should be fully explored and
encouraged including stainless steel, painted steel, bronze
or brass and wood. Wood framing may include multi-
paned display windows. In this case, muntins should be
integral and wood - not plastic and sandwiched between
insulated glass. True leaded glass may also be found ap-
propriate to some storefronts.

Glass may be plate glass or individual panes in true mun-
tins. In either case, it should be tempered glass for safety
and security., Tinted or shaded glass is generally not
recommended since it would make display goods harder
to view. [t may be appropriate for some storefronts,
however. Shaded or mirrored plastic films applied to the
inside of the glass are strongly discouraged.

Existing butted glass and steel frame display windows
should be preserved.

Attractive window displays and signage
should be encouraged.



D. Transom

This is the area above the display window and entry
door(s) which is still part of the storefront system but not
part of the upper building facade.

The original condition of the transom was usually glazed
to allow light to penetrate deep into the merchants shop.
Typically, this became covered with a later veneer
material - usually obscuring the glass. Sometimes the tran-
som zone became a sign panel in part or full. These are
the typical existing transom conditions within the District.
A condition which is somewhat peculiar to East 4th Street
is the security screen or grille which is typically mounted
in the transom zone.

If the original transom is still in place, it should be re-
exposed by removing later veneers and restored. Original
leaded or prism glass transoms (a typical period condition)
are rare and warrent special restoration.

If the transom has been converted to a sign panel and
there is room on the building facade above for signage,
then the transom may be restored by relocating the
signage above.

If a transom must be a sign panel (or solid panels other-
wise), then it should be proportioned and divided in sucha
way which maintains the original configuration and/or is
compatible with the rest of the building’s architecture.

Air conditioning units mounted in transom windows are a
visual and functional hazard and not recommended.
Other A/C options which draw off the building’s main
mechanical services should be explored.

Transoms should not be covered over for the reason of a
suspended acoustic ceiling inside the shop. The suspend-
ed ceiling can be stopped short of the transom window
and a soffit created. This allows the original transom to
remain exposed, which is desirable. The transom offers an
unusual opportunity to allow natural light into the mer-
chants shop - allowing for more exciting displays of mer-
chandise.

Transom windows may serve as a base for signage painted
on the glass, or other creative displays of merchandise.

Transom windows or paneled transoms must relate to the
overall building architecture in proportion, material and
color.
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E.

Security Screens and Grilles

If possible, these should be mounted above the transom
and on the building face. “See-through” security grilles
are strongly preferred to solid metal shutters, which
eliminate the shop display from view. The long-term goal
must be to maintain the visual connection between
display window (merchandise) and pedestrian at all times.
It is hoped through increased surveillance and night time
activity, the solid steel shutter will eventually become ob-
solete in the District,

Modern, roli-down, aluminum security grilles are prefer-
red to the older, horizontal-slidiing steel grilles. Provision
should be made to enclose these horizontal-sliding grilles
when they are in the open position (often they are exposed
and hazardous).

Merchants should check with the roll-down security
manufacturer to see if anodized bronze or painted grilles
are available. These finishes may be preferred to the stan-
dard silver aluminum which will tarnish with age.

Electronic security should be more extensively used and
may preclude the need for security grilles.

Another option for burglar security is security bars
mounted inside the display window. In these cases, bars
should be of simple design, light in scale, and non-
residential in character. This method of security should
be encouraged since it does not affect the exterior
storefront or building architecture,

Security grilles and their housings should be mounted on
the building so as to be least injurious to architectural
design and detail. Interior mountings should be fully in-
vestigated, since they are preferred.

solid steel shutter

horizontal-sliding

steel grilles.

F.

Doors

Entry doors are a very important part of overall storefront
design. Often, the customer’s first impression (and subse-
guent buying habits) is formed by the encounter with the
front door to the shop.

Similar to the display window, entry doors in the District
have largely gone the way of the unfinished aluminum
frame, and this is the typical existing condition. Again,
though while not the ideal, it is a condition that must be
accepted and dealt with.

Heavy wood framed doors with a central glass panel were
common during the turn-of-the-century period. There are
some of these doors existing, which should be retained. A
return to this style of door should be encouraged during
remodeling. Wood doors may be stained or painted.

The original location of the door within the storefront
system should be maintained or returned to whenever
possible. Door locations which are not original should be
permitted only when absolutely necessary for functionali-
ty, otherwise, they should be discouraged.

Residential type exterior storm/screen doors installed over
the main (weather) door is strongly discouraged.

Dark bronze anodized or painted finishes are recommend-
ed over unfinished (silver) aluminum doors for remodeling
purposes. Existing aluminum doors may be painted to
make them more attractive and compatible but this will
require periodic repainting.

Air conditioning units, which are noisy and drip water on
customers, should be removed/relocated from the tran-
som above the door wherever possible. Relocation to the
rear of the shop is recommended if a light well or alley is
accessible,

Hardware for doors should be strong, of the turn-of-the-
century period, and non-residential in style and character.
Brass or bronze was the typical material.

As per the Ohio Basic Building Code (OBBCQ), all exit doors
must swing out (in the direction of travel during an
emergency situation).

Solid doors (metal or wood) are not appropriate for en-
trances and should be used only at service entries not
directly exposed to view.
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G. Awnings and Canopies

This is an underutilized aspect of storefront design withi
the District. Most existing canopies/awnings are poor i
either condition or aesthetics - or both. These are usuall
mounted over the transom to shield incoming light.

All canopies and awnings should be self-supporting an
cantilevered over the sidewalk. They should be attache
to the building face in such a way that they do not il
terfere with the building architecture.

Canopies and overhangs should not be permanent stru
tures constructed on the building facade - but rather be ¢
lighter, temporary materials such as canvas or nylon ove
a steel framework. The steel frame is then attached to th
building rather than built onto it. In no case should ve
tical posts be used to support the awning above sinc
these will further clutter an already crowded sidewalk.

Awnings can be colorful additions to a storefront and ar
encouraged. They should be light in scale, a pleasar
shape, and may be vibrantly colored and/or patterned t
add visual interest to the street. Often, awnings are instal
ed in a row on a series of successive bays of a buildin
with dramatic effect.

All awnings and canopies should be reviewed on a cas
by-case basis to ensure that they are high guality install
tions and materials and appropriate to the overall a
chitecture of the building.

Awnings and canopies present sensitive liability issue
regarding clearance above the sidewalk, projection ou
ward, and secure attachment to the building.

aluminum storefront

Existing bronze anodized
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Existing carrara glass

Temporary tables

Existing ferro steel panels

1
3
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H. Miscellaneocus Issues
1 Windsor Block - east elevation

In general, storefronts should be designed and
remodeled to “open-up” to the street rather than
close it off. This is in order to preserve the visual
connection between pedestrian and display window.

The east facade of the Windsor Block is “closed off”
to 4th Street for nearly its entire length (146"). A long
term goal should be to “open up” this facade to 4th
Street with appropriate retail activity along the first
floor of this elevation, rather than a solid wall at
street level.

2. Temporary tables and free-standing signs for display
and advertising set up in the entry platform zone are
permitted but should be closely monitered for size,
strength, and attractiveness. In no case, should these
be permitted to extend out into the right-of-way
where they would be a hazard to passers-by.

3. The subject of merchandise displays is a topic
related to the display window and overall storefront
design. This topic is without the scope of this report
but is a key visual element in the District. The wide
range and colorful nature of merchandise within the
District should be displayed in such a way that it
complements rather than detracts from (or over-
comes) the storefront itself. The art of window
display becomes, thus, the other component of ef-
fective shop window appearance. The DRB should
recognize this and work with merchants to establish
procedures for monitoring the display of merchan-
dise. It may be desirable for the DRB to conduct
workshops on the subject.

merchandise displays

SIGNAGE

The subject of signage within the East 4th Street District is ex-
tremely sensitive because it is so visually important and largely
responsible for defining the architectural character of the
District. The varied styles, sizes, and types of signs within the
District, in juxtaposition with the buildings and each other, is
special and worthy of preservation. This report encourages
even greater variety in new signage within the East 4th Street
District while at the same time ensuring high quality and safe
sign installations.

The conventional approach to historic district signage has
been to standardize, limit, and prohibit. This is not recom-
mended for the East 4th Street District. While the DRB may
choose to set some basic limits on new signs (these are discuss-
ed in the analysis which follows), these should have more to do
with life safety and architectural issues rather than any con-
certed effort to homogenize signage. In other words, a flexible
and permissive approach to signage within the District is
recommended.
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The northeast corner of Prospect & East 4th prior to the construction of the Sincere Building.

New signage should be professionally designed, fabricate
and installed. Amateur sign installations should be strong
discouraged - if not prohibited. This is not only to ensure qua
ty visual results, but also to ensure life safety and code cor
pliance. Hazardous signs can pose difficult liability issues fi
merchants and/or property owners. Mew signage should al
respect the guidelines set forth in this Report.

New signage will require a Certificate of Appropriatene
issued by the Cleveland Landmarks Commission and approve
by the local Design Review Board. The procedures and le:
times involved in this review process are explained by tl
Landmarks Commission document included as part of tt
Report.

The following discourse analyzes potential types of sig
which may be permitted (or prohibited) within the District ar
offers guidelines for the design and installation of each typ
Universal criteria for the evaluation of each type would i
clude location, size, shape, materials, lettering, illuminatic
and special features. Fach type of sign will be evaluated

terms of these criteria. The important point is to relate the si
to its setting - to make it appear a logical component of tl
overall storefront and building design. Further, the materials
sign is made of should be compatible with the building facas
materials.



A. Sign Panels (or signboards)

The most common type of sign is the wooden sign panel
flush-mounted to the face of the building. Usually, this
was mounted in a signage zone above the transom and
below the storefront cornice, which is recommended.
Most historic buildings were designed with a definite
facade zone for sign panel mounting, with the sign taking
a complimentary shape. As a less desirable alternative,
sign panels were sometimes mounted in the transom zone,
consuming all or part of it. Sign panels mounted in the
transom shound conform to its original dimensions and/or
divisions, if possible. Sign panels may also be located bet-
ween upper floors or on parapets as well. In no case,
however, should a sign panel consume both the transom
zone and signage zone.

One way to prevent this would be for the DRB to establish
maximum width/length (or area) limits based on linear
building frontage. For example, signs could be limited to
1.2 gross square feet per 1.0 lineal foot of frontage - a
building with 50’ frontage would be permitted a maximum
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sign of 60 square feet with single maximum dimensions ™

(height or length) established by the DRB.

Historically, signboards were made from solid wood
planking - redwoods were preferred to pines for durabili-
ty. The modern equivalent of this is plywood -preferably
marine grade - again for durability. These materials are
recommended.  Materials not recommended include
lower quality imitations of plywood, such as masonite,
plywood paneling, gator (foam) board, and other veneer-
type materials which are not durable.

Traditional serif style lettering was most common around
1900 and is recommended. Often lettering was executed
in gold or silver leaf, also recommended. An acceptable
substitute for gold/silver leaf, which is expensive, is gold
or silver paint. Sometimes, lettering was carved from
wood and attached directly to the sign panel, which is
preferred to painted letters. Other lettering styles must be
evaluated by the DRB on an individual basis, with a max-
imum of two styles to appear on any given sign. The inclu-
sion of the merchants symbol or logo is encouraged on
sign panels - as long as it is well coordinated with the
overall sign design.

Care should be taken to attach sign panels to the building
in such a manner which does not obscure, damage, or
cause the removal of important architectural features. If
roof mounted, the signboard and supporting brackets
should not damage the building, cornice or parapet wall.

Existing sign panels

B. Projecting Signs

This is another common type of sign which is particularly
important in establishing the visual quality of the East 4th
Street District. The varied sizes/types of projecting signs
within the District creates a lively, random “sign architec-
ture” which competes for overall impression with the
building architecture.

A fundamental concern regarding projecting signs is
clearance above the sidewalk and the DRB should
establish a minimum, say 9-0”. Another fundamental
limit which should be established is projection (outward)
from the building face, or overall width. This may be
established at about 3-0” or 3-6”. A third fundamental
would be that no large projecting sign should extend
above the cornice or parapet of the building to which it is
attached. Regulating the total number of projecting signs
may be difficult. There are presently a total of 16 existing
projecting signs of varying sizes in the District. The DRB
may choose to establish different classes of projecting
signs based on overall heght and projection (small,
medium, large) and establish maximum totals for each
class. The DRB may also wish to regulate the type of light
and special features for projecting signs - e.g. only a cer-
tain number of signs may have neon light, flashing lights
and/or moving figures. The point is that there may be a
limit at some point in the future to the number and size of
projecting signs -even though they are presently encourag-
ed.

Projecting signs and sign panels may be illuminated in
many ways. They may use neon, fluorescent, or incandes-
cent light. The light source may be either internal (within
the sign) or external (exposed to view). Moving, flashing,
and/or theater marquee type lighting is to be encouraged.
Restoration of existing lighted projecting signs to full il-
lumination (if not currently active) is recommended,
assuming they are aesthetically appropriate and in good
condition.

Symbols, logos, and moving figures executed in light are
also to be encouraged, if they are in good taste and well-
designed.

Similar to sign panels, projecting signs must be mounted
on the building in the least disruptive way to the existing
architiectural details.

Existing projecting neon sign (to be restored)
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Existing projecting signs



C. Signage on/of Glass

This type of signage was also very popular in turn-of-the-
century commercial districts and may take many forms.

One of the most common forms was painted signage on
(the inside of) the display window. This typically executed
in gold leaf, but may also be permanently etched in the
window glass. Adhesive plastic “stick-on” lettering and
signage is generally not recommended. This type of
signage may also appear on the entry door or transom in
the form of an address or phone number. In any case, it is
important to relate size and location of the sign to the pro-
portions of the framed glass pane on which it appears.

Painted symbols and/or glass logos may also be incor-
porated into the overall sign design.

During the early decades of the 20th century, the names
of commercial establishments, as well as other designs,
were often done in stained glass and incorporated into
transom windows, which at the time were often made of
prismatic glass. A local example of this which was recent-
ly restored is the Johnson Block in the Warehouse District
(5.W. corner of W, 6th and St. Clair). This type of signage
is rare and should be preserved if discovered. New
designs of this type of signage are encouraged.

Signage on glass may also occur on the inside of upper
floor windows - identifying the occupants/services
available on these floors to the pedestrian below. There
are many existing examples of this in the District. New
signs of this type are to be encouraged as currently vacant
upper floors become occupied. Existing signs of this type
should be preserved as documents of earlier tenants, if
feasible,

Existing & new signage on glass is encouraged.
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Existing building identification sign

D.

Building Identification Signs

Signs which identify the building name or address should
occur on the building near the main entrance, if possible.
Often, this identification signage is painted on the glass in
the transom over the entry doors, which is recommended.
A second option is a brass or bronze plague (@luminum
not recommended) which is attached to be the building
face to either side of the entry doors. Residential or
marine type “stick-on” plastic letters for building (or mer-
chant shop) identification are not recommended. Existing
building identification signs which are part of the original
construction (e.g. McCrory, Sincere, and Krause Buildings)
should remain exposed to view and preserved.

District Identification Signs

The local LDC and DRB may wish to consider installation
of two “marker” or “gateway” signs which identify the
District - one at either end of the block.

Public identification Signs

In contrast to the diversity of signs related to building/
merchant identification, signs related to pedestrian/
vehicular instruction should be as neutral as possible. For-
tunately, there is not a great need for these types of signs
within the District. Most instructions can be handled with
relatively few signs, which is desirable. Also desirableisa
design cohesiveness and unity among signs of this type.

All signs for public instruction should be reviewed by the
DRB for their necessity, design and placement when
streetscape improvements are undertaken. Coordination
with necessary municipal authorities (City Traffic Depart-
ment) can occur at that time with the goal being the
minimization and unification of signs of this type.

G.

Awning and Canopy Signs

Building or merchant identification may also occur on
awnings or canopies attached to the building. Typically,
signage appears on the edge, or skirt, of the awning, which
is encouraged.

The awning or canopy may also be subtly back-lit or lit
from within, but this should be reviewed by the DRB on an
individual basis.

The existing canopy at the East 4th entrance to the Sincere
Building (#2077) should be restored to its original ap-
pearance. The awnings at Royal Novelty and Woodlow's
are non-conforming in their residential character and
should be removed or replaced.

Building Sidewall Signage

Another typical turn-of-the-century technique in signage
was the painting of building sidewalls (usually brick) with
large advertisement signs. There are several faded, ex-
isting examples of this within the District.

Existing advertisements should be preserved “as is” or
renewed with fresh paint in thier original configuration,
which is encouraged. It may also be desirable to create a
new and different sign where one is existing or at a new
location - subject to the review of the DRB.

Building sidewall signs may also wish to be flood-lit so that
they are visible at night. Light (incandescent or fluores-
cent) should be chosen with the sign’s main coloration in
mind.

Billboards

Billboards of the conventional type - large scale with
elaborate and visible supporting systems, roof-mounted,
are not recommended for the East 4th Street District.

Temporary Signs

Temporary signs used by merchants for advertising and
display of goods should be under the review of the
DREB to ensure a minimum level of quality and ap-
pearance.

Temporary signs should be well-thought out, neatly
lettered, and placed in the display window in a
thoughtful maner. Hand-lettered signs should be pro-
hibited by the DRB. All temporary signs for display
windows should always be mounted inside the glass
-not outside.

19

iy,

Existing sidewall signage

Free-standing sandwich board signs are permitted as
long as they are professionally designed and
fabricated. They must be located and kept behind the
building line at all times so as not to pose a hazard to
pedestrians. These types of signs should not be per-
manently instalied, but should remain portable. ‘

Banners and flags are encouraged but should also be
monitored by the DRB. Presently, Commercial
Building (#1 - at #328-334 Euclid Ave.) and the Frederick
Building (#12 - at #2057-2063 East 4th Street) have ex-
isting flagpoles mounted on the structure. These should
be preserved and re-used when redevelopment of these
buildings occurs.

New flagpoles on buildings are encouraged as long as they
are scaled and placed to compliment the building ar-
chitecture, Banners may be permitted as judged ap-
propriate by the DRB. Again, they should be professional-
ly executed and not “handmade”. Banners may extend
across East 4th street but only as approved by the LDC
and/or DRB. Banners which extend across the street
should be strictly temporary and only for special events
(Sguare to Square, sidewalk sales, etc.). A recent
phenomenon which occurs downtown is the temporary
hanging of colorful banners from street lights advertising
upcoming special events and exhibits. This concept may
have merit for adaptation to East 4th Street. In this case,
the LDC itself should conduct such a signage program,
with rotating banners advertising upcoming events/sales
peculiar to the East 4th Street District.



All new flags and banners should be made from high
strength and attractive materials (canvas, nylon) which
will stand up to the weather. Less durable materials
(plastic, fabric) are not encouraged since they will jook
poor when weathered, and present a trash problem.

Entry Platform Signs

A common technique in the 1930’s and 40’s was to spell
out the shop name in tile or terrazzo in the deeply recess-
ed floor of the exterior entry. This method of identifica-
tion is very prevalent in the District.

Existing examples of this type of signage should be
preserved as documents of earlier tenants, if feasible.
New examples of this type of signage are encouraged
where judged appropriate by the DRB. Sometimes this
type of signage was incorporated into a patterned tile
bulkhead below the display window (vertical plane).

it
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Some examples of projecting signs on East 4th Street.
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L.

Non-Conforming Signs

Existing signs within the East 4th Street District boun-
daries which do not conform to the guidelines set forth
herein should be allowed to remain in place until sign
replacement is desired or becomes mandatory due to
deterioration or new tenancy.

It may be possible to slightly modify existing signs at
relatively low cost so that they are (more) in conformance
with the signage guidelines. The LDC and DRB should
work with property owners and merchants to this end
when existing signs are judged to be non-conforming.

All new replacement signs should be designed, fabricated,
and installed in accordance with the signage guidelines.

UPPER FACADES

We have considered the first floor facade, or storefront,
previously. The upper facade begins at the top of the
storefront and extends up to the top (or cornice line) of the
structure.

The architectural substance of East 4th Street, which is con-
siderable, is contained largely in the upper facades of the
buildings which make up the block. In general, these upper
facades remain unchanged from their original turn-of-the-
century appearance. Further, there is architectural detail and
variety within the common period. The completeness of the
block (there are no gaps in the building line) is rare and
demands preservation.

A. Building Cleaning

Pressure-washing with water (with or without chemicals)
is encouraged for upper facades that have become soiled
by pollution. Sandblasting is not recommended since it
destroys building fabric. Building cleaning should be ac-
complished by the “gentlest means possible,” for each in-
dividual structure and its peculiar conditions.

B. Masonry Repointing

Repointing of mortar joints between masonry units is im-
portant to prevent water penetration. Mortar used for re-
pointing should match the original mortar in ingredients,
color, and type of joint. Mortars relying strictly on
Portland Cement for coloration and strength (grey color,
excessive strength) are strongly discouraged.

Upper facades of buildings on East 4th Street

Existing wood windows with signage (to be preserved)

C. Windows

Existing original windows can usually be repaired for ex-
tended service rather than replaced. Modern aluminum
replacement windows which do not have the same
characteristics and proportions of the original windows
are strongly discouraged.

If insulated glass is desired for energy reasons, interior
mounted storm/screen windows are recommended over
exterior mounted storms - which would change the out-
ward appearance of the building. It may also be possible
to double glaze the existing wood sash, if they are thick
enough.

The mounting of air conditioning units and exhaust fans in
upper floor windows is strongly discouraged. Problems of
interior climate control should be solved through the main
building mechanical systems so as to preclude these visual
detractions wherever possible.



Similarly, interior acoustic ceilings should stop short of ex-
terior windows so they may remain fully active and admit-
ting light. Finally, the issue of interior blinds and curtains
will affect the exterior appearance of the building. The
DREB should monitor these installations as well to ensure
they are high guality and well-coordinated. Horizontal or
vertical blinds are encouraged treatment since they pre-
sent a neat and uniform appearance. Garish or “frilly”
residential types of curtains are not recommended.

Awnings may be considered for upper floor windows
since this was typical of the period. Residential type shut-
ters - whether functional or false, should not be added to
the upper facades - except possibly sidewall openings as
functioning fire stops.

D. Cornice or Parapet

The top edge, or cornice, of each building within the
District is a crucial visual element. Taken collectively, the
cornice lines constitute the vertical limits to the District
and are what give the block its “outdoor room” quality.
This element of the building is also calied the parapet.

The cornice or parapet is particularly susceptible to
deterioration because it is so exposed to the weather. As
the parapet deteriorates, cap stones fail and become miss-
ing, brick crumbles, wood detail rots, and a safety hazard
is created (building elements falling to the street below).

The cornice or parapet should be restored to its original
condition wherever possible. Replacement materials
should match the originals in color, texture, size and
shape.

FASCILARATASY!

Upper facades of buildings on East 4th Street
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E.

It may be possible to use a substitute material (such as
fiberglass) to simulate an original material (such as metal)
when this is cost effective and found visually acceptable
by the DRB.

Under no circumstances should an original cornice be
jacketed with a veneer type material - such as aluminum,
thereby obscuring original features and detail. Nor should
ornamental figures be eliminated to reduce the care and
cost of repairing a cornice.

Structural reinforcement of the cornice, if determined to
be necessary, should not be visible from the street below.

Existing terra-cotia parapet (McCrory Building)

Dramatic Lighting
(See also Right-oi-Way - Street Lighting above.)

This technique refers to the lighting of the entire upper
facade of selected buildings. THis is similar to what is
now being done with Terminal Tower and other land-
marks and is encouraged.

An important consideration is whether white {fluorescent,
sodium vapor) or vellow (incandescent) light is appropri-
ate to the inherent coloration of a given facade.

F.
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While it may not be appropriate to light every building in
the District in this manner, certain notable buildings may
be selected by the DRB. Further, it may be determined
that only certain parts of buildings (i.e. cornices only)
should be dramatically flood lit. Or, dramatic lighting
may be confined to the lighting of a sign painted highon a
brick sidewall.

Fire Escapes

There are three existing front fire escapes within the
District - two on the Windsor Block and one on the Krause
Building.

These elements of the upper facade should be retained
since they are necessary for fire safety and are important
visually.

Fire escapes should be regularly maintained so as to
befunctional and safe. They should be painted to prevent
corrosion and ensure that they are attractive-looking.

Other fire escapes which do not face directly onto East
4th Street (side or rear walls) should also be retained and
repaired for life safety reasons.

Existing fire escapes should be preserved

(Windsor Block)
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Storefront Evolution Series

1. THE ORIGINAL FACADE

The most prominent features of this early 20th
century structure were its bay windows (A}
topped by tile roofs (B) signage, display windows,
and entrance areas (C). All were in proportion to
each other.

2. MAJOR STOREFRONT CHANGES

Transom areas (A) have become boxed as well
as a bay window (B). Projecting signage (C) and a
metal canopy have further visually split the
structure. Bulky air conditioning units (D) have
been placed in upper floor windows.

3. TWOSEPARATE FACADES ARECREATED
Replaced by a single window (A), a void has
been created by the loss of the bay window.
Display window has been blocked in (B). Side
windows have become blocked by a billboard {C)
and new facing material has been extended over

half of the structure.

4. THE CRIGINAL FACADE IS NOW GONE
The uppermost trim has been removed (A).
New facia (B) and a mansard canopy (C) have
been added. The remaining window has been
covered over (D). Stonework has added yet
another texture {(E) and a second billboard has

been added (F).

(Hlustration: Kim Zarney/ TOWNSCAPE)

Terms Useful In Rehabilitating
Commercial Buildings

Arcade — a blind or open range of arches with pier or
column supports.

Arch — a means of spanning an opening by the use of
small units of masonry.

Architrave — in classical architecture the member between
the capital and [rieze; also door or window trim.
Ashlar — rectangular units of dressed masonry.
Baluster, Balustrade — a small railing support; the
railing and its balusters are a balustrade.

Battlement — a parapet having indentations or slots;
known also as crenelation.

Bay — a structural division of a building.

Bay Window — a projecting, windowed bay restingon a
foundation.

Belt Course — a horizontal band around a building,
olten of a contrasting material.

Board and Batten — vertical siding consisting of flat
members with narrow projecting strips to cover the
joints,

Bracket — a member which supports a cantilevered
section.

Buttress — an engaged pier designed to strengthen a
wall.

Cantilever — a projecting section, beam or upper floor.
Capital — the uppermost part of a column or other
SUpport.

Clerestory — an upper windowed portion of a building
designed to provide natural light 10 a high-ceilinged
room.

Colonnade — a row of columns carrying an entablature.
Column — a vertical support, usually round, normally
having three parts: base, shaft and capital.

Console — a decorative bracket of greater height than
projection,

Coping — the capping member of a wall or parapet.
Corbel — a support produced by extending successive
masonry units out from the wall surface.

Corbel Table — a range of corbels, often arcaded.
Comice — the top section of a classical entablature; also
the projecting terminus of a wall.

Cresting — decoration along a roof ridge.

Dado — decorarive treatment given the lower part of an
interior wall.

Dentil, Denticulated, Denticular — a row of small
rectangular blocks forming a molding; a cornice or.other
member having this molding is denticulated or denticular.
Dormer — a structure, usually gabled, which projects
from a rool.

Engaged — a column or pier attached to, and appearing
to be partially embedded in, a wall.

Entablature — the construction above the classical
column capital, consisting of archiuave, {rieze and
cornice.

Facade — the front or “face” of a building.

Fascia — the lowest member of a classical cornice; also a
horizontal band which is part of an entablature.

Finial — the decorative, pointed terminus of a roof or
roof form.

Source: Main Street Ohio

Frieze — the middle member of a classical entablature,
often decorated.

Gable — the triangular part of an end wall under the
pitched roof.

Gable Roof — a single-pitched roof having a gable at
each end.

Gambrel Roof — a double-pitched roof.

Half Story — a habitable space, usually produced by
dormers, above the cornice of a building.

Hipped Roof — aroof having aslope on all foursides; a
hip is the line of meeting of two of these slopes.
Hoodmold — a projecting molding over a window or
door.

Jamb — the side of a doorway or window opening.
Keystone — the top member of an arch.

Light — an individual pance of glass.

Lintel — a beam supported on vertical posts al its ends
--the most common method of spanning an opening.
Mansard Roof —a piiched roof having two slopes, the
lower one of which is much steeper than the upper.
Modillion — a decorative brucket of greater projection
than height.

Mullion — a vertical member dividing a window into
individual lights.

Muntin — a horizontal member dividing a window into
individual lights.

Ogee — an S-curve or inverted S-curve; the term is used to
describe the shape of an arch, a molding, etc.

Order — the form of the column and its entablature in
classical architecture.

Oriel — a bay window supported on corbels or brackets.
Palledian Motif — an opening consisting of an aiched
center section flanked by lower linteled sections having
entablatures.

Parapet — a low protective wall at the edge of a rool.
Pediment — a triangular or segmental-curved gable.
Pier — a vertical supporting member,

Pilaster — an engaged pier, sometimes having a capiral
and base.

Plate — in wood construction, the horizontal member at
the top of a wall which supports the rool structure.
Portico — a usually pedimented porch supported by
columns.

Quoin — decorative reatment sometimes given the
masonry at the corners of a building.

Rock-faced — stone which has a natural, undressed
surface.

Rosette — a circular floral ornameni.

Row Buildings — structures built as part of a row of
similar buildings, sharing side walls and roof.

Rubble — undressed, broken stone used in buildings.
Rustication — stone with emphasized joints, achieved
by beveling the edges or giving the edges a special
decorative treatment.

Sash — a frame designed to hold window glass.
Scrollwork — open woodwork produced by a jigsaw.
Shaft — the section of a classical column between the
base and the capital; also used to describe the middle
sections ol buildings.

Siding — exterior wall cover ing which generally consists
of wood boards nuiled to i frame.

Sill — the horizontal member locared at the wp of a
foundation supporting the structure abov e also used to
describe the horizontal member at the bottom of an
opening.

Soffit — the underside of an architectural clement.
Spandrel — the surface at the stde of an arch; in frame
structures the spandrel is the blank spuace between
windows in successive stories,

Storefront — the street-level facade of a commercial
building, usually having display windows.

Terra Cotta — decorative clay units which are fired in
molds.

Transom Window — a small operable or {ixed window
located above a door or other window.

Wainscot — a decorative treatment, normally wood,
given the lower part of interior walls.

Water Table — a projecting belt course located above the
foundation to direct water away from it,



TYPICAL FACADE COMPONENTS

UPFPER FACAPE

CORNICE

Y

WINDOW LINTEL

opoH
SlLL

TRANSOM
sTegl LINTEL
slad BPANYD

Y

»

PILPLRN WINDOWS

A
/ - SHOPFROMT
\i- CORNMICE
g CORMER. YOooT
W Q\mw STRUCY HRN,)
0
O
X
\p

—PILASTER

SECOMDARY

AL TR ANMCE
PRIMARY EHTRANKCE QAPF’E? STOREY)

— B ULKHEAD

- ROLLEER. AWNING

Source: The Old House Journal

O OW WO OO E R



TeTAL L.E;JG,'TH-
44-(}i @ﬁgfgox D

58. 0"

24.0

1]

‘D COMMERCIAL  BUILDING
008

e o

& WOOLWORTH'S
1848

g
7 g
25.0" 340" 140" T BT sk o!
3 el
ST ST 3 BRICK-2 STORY @WlNDS;): BOCK i

® xRAUSE BDG | DCAST STONE-

205'~ O“

SINCERE  BUNLDING
: 913

; TERRA COYTA- 2 STORY
o b s )

B CRAVES BUILDING
1898

2 FREDERICK BUILDING

92

T McCRORY

BUDING
1923

30 KRESGE BUWDING
waa

EAST 4TH STREET DISTRICT
CLEVELAND OIHO

job#: 8907
EXIST. PLAN |date: 3/89
A\

”
scale: 1,42
smem  ARCHITLCTUR
=l T GRsan biswn
3 l 'msronc RESERVATION
INTERIOR DESIGN

GAEDE SERNE ZOFCIN ARCHITECTS INC,
820 SUFERIOR AVE MW, CLEVELAND. OMIO 44113

- EX:1

218-141-3339




PTaL LENGTH:
440 (aPPROX.)

8‘ 2 5t‘ O{i

25" o‘*

N

’\nwsz BLDC, OCAST STONE

() COMMIRCIAL  BUNDING
o 2 sToRY

[@ BRICK -2 STORY

= —'L—‘ ddeded i

’t\\\\\\\\\\\\ 1{\1 2
B

SINCERE BUWDING
w3

TERRA COTTA - 2 STORY

Y v vs )

0%
——

DECORATIVE FAVERS

k e
1 12 5. 12 NN
& _';\ [ qiir

I R E Y| L A

CLEVELAND

PROP'D PLAN

(PAVING/VEHICLES)

M\
/-

GAEDE SERNE ZOFCIN ARCHITECTS INC.
szo SUPLRIOR AVE NW. CLEVELAND OMIO 44113

ArcuTEcTuRe
URBAN DESiG

’ ' HISTORIC. FAE SERVATION

Bl inrexiox pesion

16-241:339




TeTaL LENGTH:

440 (APPROX.)

an
] e s mas)

(X) — =) -
N — % -
W) — @ -

EY

EXIST CoBra HEAD FIXTURE
NEW HisTorlc LITE FIXTURE

BV

INASTE cmTAuJEK/ BoLLARDS

| 1 i D0 s 00 82) )
85" g 280" 58. 0" 34.0" | 25 0“ 25‘-0 24'. 0 14¢t-0 180
N il
[@mu~zsm -‘})COMMEKZ,I:'L BUNDING [Eo) woa‘.m‘ro:m's "“xuuseum Q(;_A:Txos‘ryom [ @ BRICX-2 STORY @wnmguocx
i
e 0
]
8
o T
® Ty '.’_“.‘,,’:;’: T
.W = 1%% NEW H.c -
MP
O
,,,,, g‘_‘m‘é__ :)
e
a4 X
3 = - w
=
s j- ol
) ruomcxwmumnc é_,...
vt i
TERRA COTTA - 2 STORY i

EAST 4TH STREET DISTRICT

CLEVELAND OHIO
’ ]Ob# 8907

PROP'D PLAN | 0% 27

(LIGHTING/W ASTE) scale: 1/32"

820 SUPTRIOR AVE
i Al(”"!(mll

¥ URBAN D
l HISTORIC. P04 SERVATION
INTERIOR DESIGN

M\
A VE

GAEDE SERNE ZOFCIN ARCHITECTS INC,
MW, CLEVELAND, OMIO 44113

A2

216-241-33%




@lmCOTTA'Islu\‘ ¥qmu.-.w' PN

ey ® FREDERICK ® GRAVES

@ xresce ‘ﬂ

e ’\
: _E;___‘C] —— ; 2 ”m
wo Zog-d ¢ se'. o -y '
{ Tolar PRostasss
448'-0'

EY

e SLADINS DeNOTES UNOCCUPIED EAST 4TH STREET DISTRICT

UPPER FLOORS CLEVELAND OHIO
d EAD FIXTURE job #: 8907
ST oA T EAST ELEV. |date: s/80
scale: 1/ 32"
s NEW HisTorC LITE FIXTURE

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
INTLRIOR DESIGM 208-249-3339

GAEDE_SERNE ZOFCIN ARCHITECTS INC.
E /. 820 SUTERIOR AVE NW, CLEVELAND, OMIO 4413
o
)

z

e ARCHITECTURE A' ;
'Dl URBAN DESIGH




@ COMMERCIAL

# Ouea® AnIe (5] worruct am (R CosscTon) @ BRICK - 5 STORY ~| (] eucmoave. (Frnee's) *
ey [t] (Eomrr) [l =" B BB oo
i T BT T Dl BT 4B
incn asma. rout] o = (TR} ot il
one [ (mtoion®) @ wWiNDSOR ez {room's)

(& BUCKEYE

CSTONE BRUK
@ @ZSTORY @ZSTDK\'
BRICK - 2 STORY
ZIN /1N
J IR
PR
caoz s oo = ] = FIEIo 4
1T W E T HEEE )
JE ST —. —te P ¥ TLCAND S
. of Er s48.0" l 2o oo oo we-of g w0t
] - 1
4430 2

KE

¢ SHADNE DEMOTES UNéccUPIED EAST 4TH STREET DISTRICT
UFPER FLOIRS CLEVELAND OHIO

- EXIGT CoBRA HEAD FIXTURE job #: 8907
WEST ELEV. |date: 3/89
° NEW HisTerlc LITE FIXTURE scale: 1/32"

GAEDE SERNE ZOFCIN ARCHITECTS INC.

‘\ Z | 810 SUPERIOR AVE NW. CLEVELAND, OHIO 4413
O memm ascurrecruse A '4-

2§ TN RBAN DESIGN
= ' HISTORIC IRESIRVATION
T INTERIOR DESIGN 216-281-339




/——'—— EXI%TNq FIZE Ecrafe> SHoulP Be fReserveD 7 1\ ‘
! ] VAV AV 4) 4N
N e b H H H—H H H i 1t : |
— 77 —
e = T T e TR TI TR e R 7/ 4 f i
3 — 47/5
| 4 E ! (VT L 1. ALurtinur .
Ll 74 = N I N I S L[ Vs \VEN EEE. OVER -
_ N 9. PR SRR X = £ \:: W
;ﬁjgé = ' ' [[EZ5IES] Hallrerd | ZadE NOT i
& fre. FY W o o S D Ll 1 Il ML ENceURAAED. ’
— e S t
S SEARBED 2 l | ' JJ(T— ez <0 ’
. Ly | £3e l” I ovER DIsrLA |
4l 7 .\ m&._[llvm ,“H; MLngAiTED \
ALUM, ‘%“TOZEFZWT> Z__, MURALS SHeuLP r%e> \__ PEMOVE ALD E
IN o CadpDion. CeRlaceD BY ZEWAIL ACTMITS. SecorI ™ Screet. E
EXlSTlNG ° No scALE E
ReTai AND ZePANT New HsToric N/ EESTOEE HiFToric
= EIPE Eocafts. EHUZE LIGHT FixURe / “21414/%\’6 PAINTEP i gLass (TR CAL). i
/// — STruciUgal  INTEARTY- AN
] e = i AL Ell PolecT |
e —e e e T = LT o S ()| n
NEW Feal Ta—HEL , = | IE= ==l — W —— E e pesTore
— ==l [ — T =7 | =t = ([ | == HE o |
Fan (). g — HI| | = =1 —= A=l L = /Tmeom il
: = | i ' / ZorE, NEK]
NEW Flep ™ || T w7&m~i . RETand LiNTEL B Slapdace ON E
UTIIWiGs = =  WAEI— A BULDINg U
=i ey = = = > 4& = = HiTorlc Feet] E
= T : | === ran— géﬁc 2 NarE.,
= P2 V’é El = Biscn =—— __13% = Tmm ‘\
\—-'* PESTORZE. Tprerzon |- > \\ZE@T@&ZC E&WﬂiA NELS Tmu/aas.wzo) i \ ——— KNEl] QL_A”LN.C[.
ARZANGEMENT E
EXIST. (oBrA c;tzem: BecessED oL FANEL NEL Masale:
HEAD FucTURE NicHE For. STREET N MEUTZAL CoLoR. B LEAD, T =
PROPOSED VENDORS AUTRORIZED ’
AND i ToeD 81 LOC, STOREFRONT ANALYSIS |




R 25 T Y L L gy
T N ¢ S I N |
] I gerepel. | g conldFoi) % f
: s = KMTH AR AGENT Bafs. H ﬁﬁm?‘a%?égﬁéj
m p FASHION [Flsee ol = 1| PN
Dty Beanly L1 PLUs T ? SR O B 4 REMOVE
l! coen LJuou piscout prce] PROFE%( . 1T 1T o /—_-_— MA%OMZ‘\/
i A — = i : T 1 . o ParELS
Ll 2 N g N N A 50
< | N j P =t N 1.[3_"\“« | B e \\_ s \\ S ‘-f‘ — \»‘» . _._ w
N AW / 7 1 — N L T S T DD o LRI :
_/  E \ /
ReEMoVE = PEMNVE MasonEY
ExISTING —r PaneELs (VENEER MATERIAL)
&)lL,D(Mﬁ
EXISTING -0 sae
PRESERVE SIGNAGE 6N WINDold guass(TYR)
[ | | || | | ] | ] | ResTore EXT
[ RESTORE |Ba] LAINDoLIS A ‘ ! /\"‘ oR NEL) PO,
NEW F?ZQlECTINC, \ 7 chxe\s:—L | Sign .
RN i e T I 1T 1 T 1
{ Flx. - =
’ j AEsErVE] BUILDIN G NAME
A4 ' -y N TERRA dOTTA - pesToRE. BERAMAN
e e | UL ——— AU [gemate A
:’RL\ &%}NEYW | '1\ L lll}ﬁ FiX. T NEd Adiios = ‘ .
5‘ﬁNAC‘E ZONE g \ v g / : 1 )(l(”.)l—!f;l g &
Wrzamira LOAN /e A @:3 / . 2877 = £ LA ll }T\
Zo6] . 069 g | . _ ; = 22 =] ; o A
| S /iy ‘ I o f =
NO SigNaqE ~——-\§ = ; ‘ o A= ] P
ON BaASE =i ] == I | %] = i . v T
» Ifi IS dadai V8| §IART | LAC s e e e WD N WA 5 A2 )
- ~_ == _/
Ed Slgn rlg.
N e =2 estope Bres To oRiq
CreATE NICHE — =23 FesTore EXIST.
For- oTReET __ ‘_?E:T CA0P( o orlg:
VENDOR. ConpiTion)

(Ferce =T Back 6')
PROPOSED | STOREFRONT ANALYSIS |




RESORE CorNice TTO orlg- Y CLEAM UFFER Facare (No &AMDBL-%T) 7/
CoMDITION AND MATERIALS
JL,— ~

' ";h-\:i‘»'!!.‘;-:\\._"-" _ =  ":.. IR n[‘ll,f"l'.f |

SENS— O — R - ¢
............... i e ?JcTAN\‘ { RE -
—_—— = ORAAINAL 1 ""2‘% E-:\f;

o ; | e Se——| KEM!M &

i

= BE PnTED, : )
—<§» L
== 7 Y v . ) {
Yt et ¥ s " s : ". L : . !
IR e N || = oo G 11 S 1)1
- =3 E R TR m— o " Sl B - s R L ’ . W 6lc7| FET S St ) AR
= 2 T oo e e . /‘ NOT ENcoU EP —7 S :
z - o NEV A IR " N e 7
" ResTore S ‘ ] ~ Netoric T TS
- E | Orlq. TRANS : ; LITE FiX. iﬁ/ 4
. 2 Toved. B E ‘@ g - g
% | HE I = > =M pesTore - Hrosers § |
g “-\ o HOREHE NGNAGE = o L : bediNpo Wl . | TAVERK
S N o eues. | 5 _ I e T G |
T % ] == i ¢ T@ i Preceove mob =3l L4 M OM
I — g 3 X PR I | R R )
ol ! = W7 L Bz NAE. | 7| Daors NoT
= Lo : 3 EftcoURA CED.
: ey : i ==d : : gevoNE —) : s
SR N peeseRe i G Hi ~l— oD el : sl
- H— gt OFA TToNE i ‘ IR
| e 1| Bn P N (1 s ?c~

STAUDPIPE Conlit T,

13 : ‘
M . \ PrRoTHR T ONATE.
= Neld kiooD ; New Palel Lip, !
. R A }‘J _‘S, BULLHEAD. ALacS Oa:msu? [ FPacsLe

‘227 for
Neld Hagovlerze. HQTFZN ‘2’2’“‘”\

; . i Sy
7 ﬂ E m - PRO POSED . EXISTING - o scae

UPPER FACADE

PEMoDELED O EES[ORED
SToREFRONTS MUZ BB
DESIGNED <0 TTHAT THeT
ARE COMPATIBLE IN PRO-
FoRTIoN/ MaTeRIALS TTo THE
UPFER BUILDING FACAPE.

STOREFRONT ANALYSIS




1900

»

circa

Py
@
@
-
@
=
R
<
]
o
bl




East 4th Street, circa 1910
: (Source: Western Reserve Historical Society)




